
Photo above: Altrusa International of Cayey, PR 
celebrate Day of Peace with  students at Fray 
Pablo Benigno Carrion Elementary School on 
November 1, 2022 (used with permission)
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A New Lamplighter Pin is Coming Soon

THANK YOU!
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The Lamplighter pin series, which includes the Lamplighter, Lucente, 
and Hofmeister, has long been a symbol of pride and recognition of 
Altrusans’ continued financial generosity and support of the 
International Foundation.

Lamplighters are given to Altrusans, Altrusa Clubs, and Districts who 
have contributed $500 USD or more to the Foundation in a twelve-
month period. Clubs and Districts are given a Lamplighter banner 
patch, and individuals are recognized with a gold Lamplighter. For each 
subsequent $500 gift made, a member receives a diamond inserted 
into the Lamplighter pin, which holds a total of twenty-four diamonds.

Once Altrusans make ten $500 gifts, they receive the Lucente pin as 
an additional recognition. The Hofmeister pin is awarded when the 
Lamplighter pin has exceeded its diamond capacity, and it alternates 
between diamonds and sapphires for subsequent $500 gifts. 

The Foundation is very excited to announce a new Lamplighter level to 
recognize Altrusans who donate beyond the Hofmeister level. The 
name, pin design, and donor criteria for this new recognition pin l will 
be announced at Convention and published in the post-Convention 
Impact.

The International Foundation is grateful for the level of support from 
Altrusans who make the Lamplighter pin series possible.

https://www.altrusa.org/foundation/
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Introducing the 2023 International 
Foundation Board of Trustees Nominees

Anne Condran
District Six

Altrusa of Muncie, IN

Dona M. Garretson
District Ten

Altrusa of Grand Junction, CO

Nancy Hohenstein
District Twelve

Altrusa of Gig Harbor, WA

Marcia Lucas
District Eleven

Altrusa of Tucson, AZ

Germaine Vonderhaar
District Five

Altrusa of Hamilton, OH

Calling for Nominations for The Anna H. Settle Community Leadership Award

The purpose of the Anna H. Settle Community Leadership Award is to recognize individuals who 
have made significant contributions to their communities as volunteer leaders.

The ideal nominee:
•Lives or works in the community of the nominating Altrusa Club
•Is a true volunteer, not a paid staff member
•Does not have to be a Altrusa member
•There may be only one (1) nomination per Altrusa Club.

The Anna H. Settle Community Leadership Award will be presented at the 
International Convention in July.

The monetary prize is $4,000 (US) – to be given to the winner’s project or a service project of 
their choice.

*Nominee bios will 
be featured in the 

May Impact 
newsletter and on 

the Foundation 
website.

Deadline-May 1, 2023
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The deadline for the Cycle Two Grants Program is fast approaching. Here are a few things to keep 
in mind:

• Applicants may request between $250 and $4,000.

• Only complete applications will be accepted. Please submit electronically: a signed 
application cover letter (by Club President) and answers to all grant questions including the 
budget narrative as a Word or PDF document. The application must be typed.

• Visit https://foundation.altrusa.org/grants-programs-and-awards/ for the most current grant 
application and guidelines (dated July 2022).

• The number of grants funded, and the amount of each grant, is dependent upon the 
available funding and the number and quality of applications. The Altrusa International 
Foundation, Inc. reserves the right to make the final decision on all applications.

• Club 21 grants applications for camps for children with disabilities will be accepted this cycle.

• Newly chartered Altrusa and ASTRA Clubs may receive a one-time grant up to $2,000 to begin 
service in their communities. The application must be received within one year of the 
applicant’s charter date. 

• Altrusa Clubs, ASTRA Clubs, and Districts may apply for one service grant per cycle in the fiscal 
year. If an application is not awarded Foundation funds, the Club or District may resubmit the 
same project.

• The grant recipient is obligated to use the grant award for the intended purpose; the project 
must be completed, and funds spent within one year. Follow up reports must be submitted 
within one year following receipt of grant award (send to foundation@altrusa.org).

The Cycle Two Grants Program Deadline is March 15

District Conferences kickoff April 19 and will be held through May 23. 

https://foundation.altrusa.org/grants-programs-and-awards/


Spotlight an Altrusan
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The Foundation highlights the 
great work of Altrusans. This 

spotlight is on Carolyn A. 
Guertin and her life of service. 

Carolyn was a longtime 
member of the Altrusa 

International of Capital City 
Club in Richmond, Virginia.

Carolyn Guertin was a longtime member of 
the Capital City Club. Carolyn volunteered 78 
years in extraordinary service.

She served as a member of the 
squadron across eight decades and met 
more famous aviators than can be 
imagined. She danced with General 
Chuck Yeager and flew in Igor Sikorsky’s 
prototype helicopter. She spent time 
with General Jimmy Doolittle, 
commander of the famed World War II 
raids on Tokyo, and met astronauts and 
presidents. 

As a young girl, Carolyn loved flying.  She 
volunteered for the Civil Air Patrol (CAP) during 
World War II. She joined on December 1,1941, 
its founding date. Carolyn was thirteen when 
she joined the Virginia Wing – three years 
younger than what was then the minimum age 
of 16 prompting her to misstate her age.

She served the organization in multiple ground 
roles during World War II including tracking in-
flight aircraft. In 1952, Guertin founded a Civil 
Air Patrol squadron in Richmond, Virginia and 
served as its commander for over ten years. 
The squadron was later renamed from 
"Richmond Cadet Squadron 2" to "The Carolyn 
A. Guertin Cadet Squadron" in her honor.  

Carolyn A. Guertin when she 
was promoted to Colonel.

Guertin during her WWII 
service.
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She had a treasured book full of signatures of 
many noteworthy people that she met during 
her career in CAP – pilots, astronauts, 
presidents, and congressmen.  However, the 
thing that meant the most to her was the 
chance she had to be a positive influence in 
the lives of the young men and women that 
looked up to her as an inspiration. Carolyn was 
promoted on June 29, 2020, her 92nd 
birthday, to Colonel. “I never thought I’d make 
it to Colonel,” she said. “I always wanted to 
work with the cadets and not sit in an office.”   
June 29 was also proclaimed Carolyn A. 
Guertin Day by Governor Ralph Northam of 
Virginia. “Civil Air Patrol’s Virginia Wing is 
fortunate to have such a valued member in 
our ranks,” said Col. Dean Gould, Wing 
Commander. “I’m particularly pleased that we 
were able to promote her to colonel, 
recognizing her significant contribution to the 
success of our wing.”  “This is a birthday to go 
down in history,” Guertin said. “This is the 
most wonderful birthday I’ve ever had.”

Civil Air Patrol (CAP), the longtime all-volunteer U.S. 
Air Force auxiliary, operates a fleet of 560 aircraft, 
performs about 90% of continental U.S. inland 
search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air 
Force Rescue Coordination Center, and is credited 
with saving an average of 82 lives annually.
CAP’s 66,000 members also perform homeland 
security, disaster relief and drug interdiction 
missions at the request of federal, state, and local 
agencies. In addition, CAP plays a leading role in 
aerospace/STEM education, and its members serve 
as mentors to over 28,000 young people 
participating in CAP’s Cadet Programs.

Carolyn passed away August 20, 
2020. Upon her death, her estate 
gave $25,000 to the Altrusa 
International Foundation. She 
wanted the members to know now 
and as a legacy for the future how 
much the Altrusa International 
Foundation meant to her. In 
addition, she donated $25,000 to the 
Ida Hill Scholarship held by the 
Altrusa International Capital City 
Club in Richmond, Virginia.
Carolyn Guertin is an awesome 
example of a true Altrusan and what 
a legacy she left behind.



Help us celebrate the 60th Anniversary of 
the Altrusa International Foundation with 
the 6 for 60 Giving Campaign. This 2-year 
campaign celebrates the Foundation’s 
enduring commitment to service. 

The Annual Fund is an important 
fundraising tool of the Foundation that 
receives widespread support from Altrusans 
through various campaigns and challenges 
like the 6 for 60 Giving Campaign.

In honor of the Foundation’s special 
milestone, we ask that Altrusans contribute 

at  one (or more!) of the six giving levels: 
$60, $160, $260, $560, $860, and $1,060. 
All gifts will receive a special 
commemorative ribbon color-matched to 
the gift level.

Gifts made each fiscal year (June 1-May 
31) will count towards Altrusa Clubs’ annual 
service awards. Gifts made beginning June 
1 of this year will be counted for the 
current year’s goals and awards.

Your donations help support:

• Altrusa Club Grants Program
• Club 21 Program
• Disaster Relief Aid
• ASTRA Scholarships
• Mamie L. Bass, Letha H. Brown Literacy, Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun International Relations,
and ASTRA Service Awards
• Endowment Fund

Ways to Give to the Foundation
You may click here to make an online contribution, text
Altrusa Fdn to 41-444, or mail a check or money order 
to the Foundation to make a tax-deductible gift today

Other ways to support the Foundation include Planned Estate Giving and IRA 
Required Minimum Distributions/Qualified Charitable Distributions. 
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As you prepare for the International Convention 
in July, please don't forget to bring auction items 
that best represent your Altrusa Club, District, 
and you! 

Keep in mind, auction items must be easy to 
take home with auction winners. 

Support the International 
Foundation’s Silent Auction

https://fundraise.givesmart.com/form/GldWAA?vid=wyt30


Mark Your Calendars
• Cycle Two Grants Program 

applications are due by March 15. 
Please visit the website for grant 
applications and guidelines.

• Nominations for the Anna H. Settle 
Community Leadership Award are due 
by May 1, 2023. Please visit the 
website for the nomination form and 
guidelines.

Phyllis Corman, Finance Trustee and Education,
Development & Marketing Co-Chair
District Two | Centre County, Pennsylvania

Jane Hart, Anna H. Settle Community Leadership Award
Chair, Grants and Marketing Trustee
District Eight | Greater Kansas City, Missouri

Ex Officio Members
Martha Hardwick Hofmeister, Legal Advisor
District Nine | Downtown Dallas, Texas

Linda K. Smith, Association Representative
District Eight | Salina, Kansas

Dr. Kantrice R. Rose
Foundation Executive Director

ALTRUSA INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION, INC., 2021-2023 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Leslie Johnson, Foundation Chair
District Eleven | Anaheim, California

Marie Pike, Finance & Vice Chair and Marketing Trustee
District One | Portland, Maine

Linda Robison, Past Foundation Chair, Grants and
Marketing Trustee
District Three | Spartanburg, South Carolina

Susan Carpenter, Past Vice Chair, Past Finance Chair &
Marketing Trustee
District Eight | St. Louis, Missouri

Dana Vierck, Grants Chair, Marketing and Finance
Trustee
District Six | Elgin, Illinois

Kimberly T. Abmeyer, Finance Trustee and Education, 
Development & Marketing Co-Chair
District Nine | Downtown Dallas, Texas

Karen Robinson, Grants Co-Chair and Marketing Trustee
District Three | Tampa Bay, Florida

Please update your 
member and 
Club/Foundation officer 
contact information in 
Group Tally. If you need 
assistance, please contact 
your District Liaison.

Follow us on social media. 
Get important updates and 
announcements through social 
media. We have new Twitter 
and Instagram accounts.

One N. LaSalle Street, Suite 1955 |             Chicago, IL 60602 |    (312) 727-4410|
www.altrusa.org/foundation
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Things to Know Before You Go

https://www.facebook.com/AltrusaInternationalFoundationInc
https://twitter.com/AltrusaFdnInc
https://www.instagram.com/altrusafdn/
http://www.altrusa.org/foundation
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